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INQUIRY 
CONCERNING THE PHRASE, 


SPIRIT OF GOD. 
(Continued from page 48.) 





-:p—I shall now introduce all the texts in which 
-uh and pneuma are translated wind in our version.— 
This, though not directly bearing on the subject J have 
principally in view, yet is in some degree connected 
with it. Since God in the revelation given to us, us- 
es the same words to express wind and spiri!, there 
nust be some affinity in the subjects. Besides, it is 
ayident from various texts, that he uses the wind in | 
‘je natural world, as a figure to illustrate the agen- | 
cy of his Spirit in the moral world. Independent of 
this, such an extensive, irresistible, and invisible agent 
1s the wind, would be deserving of our consideration. 
‘he Lord declares that he ‘** maketh winds his 
messengers,’ and we are every day Seeing or hearing 
of the tremendous effects which are produced in the 
world by them. In the following texts the words ruh 
and pneuma are translated wind. Gen. viii. 1. 2 
Kings iii. 17. Job xxi. 18. Psalm i. 4, and xviii. 
ind xxxv. 5, and ciii. 16, and cxxxv. 7. Prov. xxx. 
4. Eccles. xi. 4. Isaiah vii. 2, and xvii. 13. Jer. ii. 
24, and xiv. 6. Fzek. xii. 14. Amos iv. 13. Num. 





xi. 31. 1 Kings xviii. 45, & xix. 11. Job xxxvii. 21. 
Psalm Ixxxiii. 13. Eccles. i. 6. Ezek. v.2. Psalm 
exlvii. 18. Isa. xi. 15. Jobn iii. 8. Acts xxvii. 40. 


Exod. xv. 10. Ezek. xxxvii. 9. Those who have 
time and curiosity enough may turn to them and read 
them, but to transcribe all these texts, would be con- 
siderable labor without much advantage to the subject 
{ have in view. 

Vind is frequently used as a figure to express vani- 
ty, folly, or that which does not satisfv, &c. Eccles. 
v.16. Jobxxx. 22. Psalm Ixxviii. 39. Prov. xi. 29, 
and xxvii. 16. Isa. xxvi. 18, and xxxii. 2, & xli. 16, 
29, and lvii. 13. Jer. iv. 11, 12. Job vii. 7, and vi. 
26. Jer. li. 1. Hosea viii. 7, and sii. 1. Zech. v.9. 
Job. xxx. 15. Isa. Ixiv. 6. Jer. v. 13, and xiii. 24. 
Rev. vii. 1. Jer. xxii. 22. Job xv. 2 

To relieve the mind amidst this crowd of texts, I 
shall subjoin some hints which occurred in the course 
of looking at them. 

The wind like the light of the sun is universally en- 
joyed. All nations feel its powerful effects and know 
what is meant by it, though invisible to them, It is 
strange, yet true, that we seldom think much about 
the wind, until we feel its powerful effects, want its 
refreshing influence, or our self interest requires it to 
blow in acertain direction. Even when we talk about 
the wind, how seldom do we think God concerned in 
it, but look upon it as a mere ordinary occurrence.— 
But in some of the above texts, and in others yet to be 
quoted, we learn that the wind blows by God’s per- 
mission, and according to his direction, to accomplish 
his purposes in our world. In some of them, we are 
forcibly reminded of our own frailty and uncertainty 
here, for our life is compared to the grass of the field, 
Which the wind passing over destroys. And in 
several of them, the wicked are compared to chaff, 
stubble, and dust, which the wind driveth away. I 


notice these things to shew the bold figures used ip 
scripture, and taken from things with which all men 
We learn also, that the wind, 


are well acquainted. 


| Ezek. xvii. 


*Ezek. xlii. 16-20. Jer. lii. 23. 
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though it blows when, and: where “Goa “pleases, | wind called Foroclydon. ” And we read of ‘“‘a wind 
forms no certain rule to us, for saith Solomon, “ he | from the Lord,” Numb. xi. 31. 


that regardeth the wind shall not sow.” 


The word ruh is in the following places translated 


In the following texts we have the plural winds.— |‘ blast ;”’ 2 Kings xix. 7: repeated Isa. xxxvii. 7-xxv. 


Job. xxviii. 25. Jer. xlix. 32. Ezek, y. 10, 12, and 4. 


xvii. 21. 


The wind by which the waters of the Red Sea 


What in these texts, is expressed by the | were made to stand as on an heap, is called the blast 


term winds, is more definitely expressed by the phrase, | of God’s nostrils, Exodus xv. 8. 


** four winds,’ Jer. xlix. 36. Dan. vili. 8, and xi. 4. 
Zech. ii.6. In most of these texts there seems to be 
a reference to the eatthly powers in these four direc- 
tions, and by which God would accomplish his pur- 
poses. 

Tn unison with the phrase four winds, and what ther 
are, we read— 

Ist. Of the east wind, Exod. x. 13, Job xv. 
10, and xxvii. 26. Hosea xii. 1, salt Sill. 
15. Jonah iv. 8. Ezek. xix. 12. Exod. xiv. 21.— 
Psalm xviii. 7. Jer. xviii. 18. Isa. xxvii. 8. Psalm 
Ixxviii. 26. What Job calls, chap. i. 19, ‘¢a wind 
from the wilderness,” appears to be the east wind— 
compare Hosea xiii. 15-and is called * the wind of the 
Lord.” These texts, represent the east wind, as de- 
structive to ships at sea; also, as injarious to health 
and vegetation ; and is used as a figure for any thing 
unprofitable and destructive. Though our place on 


2; this globe, is different from that where the scriptures 


were written, yet the edst wind affectsus much in the 
same way; and its effects in these days, are very sim- 
ilar to the scripture description of it. 

2d. We alse read of the west wind: See Exodus 
x. 19. 

3d. The north wind. Prov. xxv. 23. It is here 
represented as driving awayrain. In Job xxxvii. 22, 
we are told that fair weather cometh out of the north.* 

4th. The southwind. Psalm ]xxviii.26. By com- 
paring this text, with Numb. xi. 31, it seems, as if by 
this wind God brought the quails by which he fed Is- 
rael in the wildervess. It is evident, both from scrip- 
ture and observation, that this wind bringeth heat.— 
Luke xii. 55. Acts xxvii. 13. Job xxxvii. 17. Cant. 
iv. 16. 

As the wind sometimes blows, not in any of these di- 
rections, but rather in a roundabout way, hence we 
read of the whirl-wind: Ezek.i. 4. Hosea viii. 7.— 
Isa. xli. 16. In some of these texts, (Qe whirl-wind is 
used figuratively. 

As things or places are towards one or other of the 
four winds, the word ruh is sometimestranslated “‘side :” 
See Taylor’s Hebrew 
Concordance on the word ruh. 

As the wind sometimes blows. with more or less vio- 
lence from the gentle breeze to the most violent gale, 
hence we have language expressive of this. Thus we 
read of “‘a vehement east wind,” Jonah iv. 8: also 
“a strong east wind,” Exod. xiv. 21: and of “a 
strong west wind,’ Exod, x. 19. Also, of “‘ a great 
and strong wind,” Jonah i. 4. 1 Kings xix. 11. To 
this wind Bildah compared the reasonings of Job—Job 
Besides, we read of “ a mighty wind,” Isa. 
xi. 15: and “a rough wind,” Isa. xxvii. 8: ‘* a dry 
wind,” Jer. iv. 11: anda full. wind,” Jer. iv. 12: and 
of ‘the windy storm and tempest,’ Psalm lv. 8.— 
Fzek. xiii. 13. The oppressions of the wicked are 


viii. .2. 


compared to it, and their punishment described by it, 


Psalm xi. 6. We also read, Acts il. 2, of “* a rushing 
mighty wind : and Acts xxviii. 14, of ‘* a tempestuous 








* ‘Some have givena different rendering to this pas- 
sage, and say, “* God cometh out of the north.” 





As wind, is only air in motion, the word ruh is trans- 
lated “ air,” Job xli. 16. It isalso translated “breath,” 
as referring to life. Gen. vi. 17, and vii. 15, 22.— 
Lam. iv. 20. Ezek. xxxvii. 5, 6,8,9, 10. Job xii. 
20. Eccles. iii. 19. Psalm cxlvi. 4, and civ. 29.~ 
Acts xvii. 25. Lam. iii. 56. Job xv. 30, and ix. 18, 

and xvii. 1, and xix. 17. Isa. xxxiii. 11. In some of 
these texts it refers to the mere act of Breathing. As 

breathing is the sign of life, to distinguish idols from 

the true God, it is seid, ‘“‘ there is no breath in them,” 

Psalm cxxxv. 17. Jer. x. 14, amd li. 17. Hab. ii. 19. 

In this way, it is applied to the Lord, 2 Sam. xxii. 16. 

Psalm xviii. 15, and xxxiii. 6. Isa, xxx. 28, and to 

the Messiah, Isa. xi. 4. 

As I do not wish to omit a single text in which the 
original words ruh or pneuma occur, in whatever way 
translated in our version, | add the fgllowing. In Gen. 
hii. 8, rule is translated ‘* cool” or as in the margin 
wind of the day. In Jer. xxii. 14, it is translated 
‘** large or airy.”? As artificial wind was made in an- 
cient times to clean grain, it is, Job xxx. 34, translat- 
ed “* shovel,” the instrument by which this was ac- 
complished. In Job xxxii. 20, it is translated * re- 
freshed,” the effect which wind in warm climates has 
on the bedy. It is in Gen. xxxii. 16, translated “ a 
space ;”’ in Joshua ii. 11, ** courage ;” in 1 Chron. ix. 
24, ‘* quarters ;” in Exodus viii. 15, ‘* respite ;” in 
Esther iv. 14, “enlargement ;” in Isa, xliii. 14, “their 
nobles ;” and it is translated ‘“* anger,” Judges viii. 3. 

lam very sensible that this is a dry discussion, and 
seems rather foreign to what I have declared. to be my 
principal object. It is indeed but remotely connected 
with it, but from what I have already said, it is cer- 
tain there is some affinity. Perhaps we should see 
more if we understood our bibles better. Before 1 
close this letter, I shall state some things, which have 
occurred, and which I hope will be a little more — 
table. 

Ist. In reviewing the texts referred to above, solet- 
ing to the wind, what grand and majestic ideas are 
they calculated to excite, of God the governor of the 
universe. What could be more so than the following. 
In Amos iv. 13, he is said “* to create the wind ;” and 
in the following texts it is said ** He bringeth the wind 
out of his treasures,” Psalm cxxxv. 7. Jen x. 13, and 
li. 16. And to shew us with what ease he can man- 
age this sometimes terrible agent, it is said, Prov. xxx. 
4, that ‘* He gathereth the wind in his fist.” In view 
of the following texts how impotent does the power of 
man appear! ‘+ He causeth his wind to blow and the 
waters flow.” ‘‘ He commandeth, and raiseth the 
stormy wind.”? And again, “* Thou didst blow with 
thy wind, the sea covered them.” Psalm cxlvii. 18, 
and cvii. 23-32. Exod. xv. 10. What could convey 
amore lofty idea than is contained in the following 
passages ; ** He rode upona cherub and did fly; yea, 
he did fly upon the wings of the wind.” Apd * He 
walketh upon the wings of the wind.” , Compare Ps. 
xviii. 10. 2 Sam. xxii. J1. Ps. civ. 3. Hosea iv. 19, 
I shall add but one example more. In Job xxviii. 24, 
25, it is said, ** He Jooketh to the ends of the earth, 





and seeth under the whole heaven, to make the weight 
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for the winds ; and He weigheth the waters by meas 
ure.” 

2d. By duly considering the above texts about the 
wind, we may be satisfied, that God ** maketh winds 
his messengers” in a vast variety of ways to our world. 
This he does both in the way of mercy and judgment. 
Nothing is more common than the shifting of the wind. 
Solomon, in regard to this, says ‘* The wind goeth to- 
ward the south, and turneth about unto the north: it 
whirleth about continually: and the wind returneth 
again according to his circuits, Eccles. i. 6. This 
seems to man the ordinary way of this element ; but 
David says, “* Fire and hail; snow and vapors ; storiny 
winds fulfil his word.” Ps. cxlviii. 8. See also Fzek. 
xiii. 11-13. Though I am no philosopher, yet my 
commen sense and observation lead me conclude, that 
the wind, an agent so powerful and universal, must al- 
fect our world, not only ina great degree, but in a va- 
riety of ways. Its necessity and importance, for the 
purposes of commerce, vegetation, and life, are known 
and acknowledged by all. But it is not saying too 
much to assert, that the wisest Philosopher is unable 
to describe, one half the ways, in which the wind con- 
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| words, in Hebrew and Greek, are used to express 
oth. It is plain, from John iii. 8, that our Lord illus- 
rates the effects of the spirit or mind, by the wiud 
spon water. And on the day of Pentecost, when the 
spirit was poured out, it is spoken of as a ‘ rushing 
mighty wind.” What thing in the whole range of ua- 
ture so adapted to teach us the agency of the spirit of 
God! Isthe wind invisible to us? So is the Spirit of 
God. Of both we only can judge of their existence 
and energy by their effects. Is the wind universal in 
its nature? So is the Spirit ; for, says David, ** whith- 
er shall I flee from thy Spirit.” 
Lam yours, Xc. 


(To be Continued.) 
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DR. CHANNING‘S SERMON; 


AT THE ORDINATION OF THE REV. MR. GANNETT. 


}f this Sermon had been of a character corresponding 





with many, which are a mere compound of error and 


tributes to the life, health, comfort and conveniency of| contradiction, dishonorable to our Creator and abusive 


man. That it is necessary for the health of our atmos- 
phere, is not only evident from observation, but seems 
to be noticed in scripture. Job says, “* men see not 


! . . 

of all moral priuciples, [ should have felt but little in- 
-clination to notice its faults; but as it is, in my hun- 
_ble opinion, a discourse of no ordinary merit, well stor- 


the bright light which is in the clouds; but the wind | ed with useful hints and needful instructions, I feel de- 


passeth and cleanseth them,” Job xxxvii.21. But sirous of rectifying one error which is found on page 


leaving such speculations to men inclined aud qualifi- | 27, which I greatly marvel should have escaped from 
ed for them, I shall confine myself to a few examples! so guarded a pen. And I wonder the more why the 
recorded in scripture, in which God ‘* maketh winds, Dr. should not have discovered this mistake, as it is 
his messengers,”’ for accomplishing the purposes of his, evident that he re-examined the discourse after it was 


providence and grace. |! shall not dwell on these ex- 
amples, but simply state them, and refer to the passa- 
ges im which they are found recorded at large. 

Ist. By means of the wind God assuaged the wa- 
ters of the flood. ‘* God made a wind to pass over the 
earth, and the waters assuaged.” Gen. viii. 1. It is 
evident from Ps. cxlvii. 18, &c. and John vi. 18, that 
the wind operates in a very powerful manner on the 
waters of our globe. 

2d. By the wind also God brought the plague of lo- 
custs on the land of Egypt, Exod. x. 13. The locusts 
appear to have been at considerable distance ; for the 
wind blew all day and night, after Moses stretched 
farth his rod, before they arrived in Egypt. 

3d. It was by the wind also he carried the locusts 
away, and gave respite to Pharaoh from this plague, 
Exod. x. 19. By an east wind they were brought, and 
by a strong west wind they were taken way. 

4th. God also, by means of the wind, divided the 
Red Sea and made a passage for his people, and also 
destroyed the Egyptians, Exod. xiv. 21, and xv. 10. 

5th. By means ofthe wind, God supplied his people 
in the wilderness with flesh to eat, Numb. xi. 

6th. By the wind also he cut off the children of Job, 


“by overturning the house in which they were assem- 


bled, Jobii. 18, 19: 


7th. By this agent he also discomfited the army of 


the king of Assyria, 2 Kings xix. 7. 

8th. By means of the wind he punished the disobed- 
ence of his servant Jonah, Jonah i. 1-5; and also cor- 
reeted his peevishness and fretfulnees, Jonah iv. 8. 


| delivered, for the purpose of expunging what should 
appear exceptionable, before it weut to the press. O1 
this part 1 am certified by the circumstance that the 
word Calvinism, which occurred iu the sentence pre- 
ceding the error, is not found iu the printed copy. 
The error is stated in the following words: ** Un- 
conditional election is seldoin heard of among us.” | 
do not mean to call the correctness of this simple as- 
| sertion in question. The error which | think is charge- 
pable to its account is this, (viz.) The Dr. evidently 
classes ‘* anconditional election”? with doctrines which 
he disbelieves. This will appear evident to every ob- 
‘server, and will not be denied by the learned preacher. 
But will Dr. Channing be willing to contend that **un- 
| conditional election” is not true? Will he or any one 
who has half his learning aud knowledge of the scrip- 
‘tures, undertake to maintain that the elections of 
which we read in the holy scriptures, are conditional ? 
As an example of the scripture doctrive of election, 
the following passage may be consulted: Rom. ix. 10 
to 18, ** And not only this; but when Rebecca had 
also conceived by one, even by our father Isaac, (for 
the children being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to 
eleetion might stand, not of works, but of him that 
calleth ;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve 
_the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, 
| but Esau have I hated, What shall we say then? Is 
jthere unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For 
|he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom | 








9th. And by it he conducted Paul in the course of; wili have compassion. So then it is not of him that 


his: providence to the island of Melita, to cure the fath- 
er of Publius, Acts xxviii, 
These examples sufficiently shew us, that the wind 


ig not only at the commend, and under the coutroul of | 


God, but is. used by him both in a way of mercy and 
judgment, to fulfil hie will, What it, in any way ac- 
complishes, is the doing of the Lord, aud ought to be 
wondrous in our eyes. 

Sd. As we ean only learn spiritual things through 
the medium of temporal, we may see the wisdom and 
kindness of God, in selecting the wind im the natural 
world, to illustrate the agency of his spirit in 


, willeth, nor of him that runneth, bat of God that she w- 
‘eth mercy. For the scripture saith uuto Pharaoh, Ey- 
.eu for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I 
might shew my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout all the earth. There- 
fore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he willhe hardeneth.” Here it is perfectly evi- 
dent that it was the apostle’s intention to guard most 
strictly against the supposition that the elder of the two 
children should serve the younger on account of any dif- 
ference in what they had done ; for he says; ** For the 
children being not yet born, ucither having done any 





the moral werld, It is evideut the Same original | good or evil, that the purpose of God according to, 











election might stand, not of works bet af him that 
calleth.” 

I will mention one more from the same author. Se¢ 
Eph. i, 4,5, ‘* According as he hath chosen us in hig 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love: having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Je- 
sus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleas- 
ure of his will.” Surely Dr. Channing will not pre- 
teud that the election, or choice mentioned in this 
passage was a Conditional one. How could it be cop- 
ditional and be made before the foundation of the 
world? Notice; those who were chosen before the 
fonudation of the world, were chosen that they might be 
holy, not because they were holy. They were predes- 
tinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ ; 
they were not thus predestinated because they were 
adopted children ; nor is there the least intimation 
that they were predestiuated conditionally. Why 
then does the Dr. pretend that ** unconditional elec- 
tion”? is erroneous; and that it is one of the “ hard 
features of that religious system, which has been re- 
ceived by tradition from our fathers?” I leave it for 
Calvinists to determine whether they are the consum- 
mate hypocrites which the Dr. represents them to te 
in the following sentences ; ** It is an interesting 
thought, that, through the influences now described, 
a sensible progress is taking place in men’s conceptions 
of Christianity. Jt is a plain matter of fact, that the 
hard features of that religious system, which has been 
‘** received by tradition from our fathers,” are greatly 
softened ; and that a necessity is felt by those who 
hold it, of accommodating their representations of it 
more and more to the improved philosophy of the hu- 
mau mind aud to the undeniable priuciples of natural 
and revealed seligion. Unconditional electivu is sel- 
dom heard of among us. The imputation of Adam’s 
sin to his posterity is hastening to join the exploded 
doctrine of transubstant:.ion. The wore revolting 
representations of man’s state by nature are judiciously 
kept out of sight,’ Xc. Notice; the Dr. does not 
pretend that the orthodox do not believe im that reli- 
gious system, which has been received by tradition 
from our fathers, but that they are endeavoring, by 
accommodation, and by keeping some parts of it out of 
sight, to fashion the thing so as torender it acceptable 
to the improved philosophy of arminians; which he 
considers the same with the undeniable principles of 
uatural and revealed religion! ‘That all the appoint- 
ments of God, in the whole system of nature, are con- 
ditional, is, to the Dr. as evident as demontration !~ 
The Creator made the sun to rule the day and the 
moon to rule the night ; but he did not unconditioually 
determiue which should rule the day, nor which 
should rule the night, but left that to be decided by 
the exertion’ of thew respective powers! The earth 
was made for the habitation of men and animals, and 
ihe sea was made for the fishes; but these ordinations 


/were not uacunditional. No; all was constituted ac- 


cording to the improved philosophy of Arminian doe- 
trinve. There is uot an element in nature thatanswers 
the purpose of Creation according to apy unconditional 


‘law, or appointmeut of God; but according to an im- 


proved philosophy, in which vothing is certain. Things 
exist, and events take place, and will continue to do 
so agreeably to the indefinite preaching of Arminiaus : 

Revealed religion too, is, in the Dr.’s opinion just 
like the principles of nature, all conditional. fhe 
Creator said to the serpent; ‘I will put enmity ber 
tween thee and the woman, aud between thy seed and 
her seed: it sball bruise ‘thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.’® But this is to be understood as cum 








ditional. The serpent and the woman were at perfect 





liberty to live in friendship; the seed of the serpeut 
and the seed of the woman were moral agents aud 
were under no necessity of exercising any enmity, but 
might have lived in perfect harmony ; bor Was it fist, 
by any divine purpose, that the serpent ehould nov 


otk Ad 
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Ee : 
Yruise the head of the womah’s seed, which was cer- 
tainly possible according to the doctrine of free agency 
ind the improved philosophy of Arminianism ! 

THe calling of Abraham, and the promise of God, 
that in Isaac his seed should be called, and that all 
the nations of the earth should be blessed in his seed, 
were all just as conditional as the divine appointments 
in the system of nature! ‘There was no fixed plan or 
purpose of God in all these things, that could’ destroy 
free will! There was no certainty, nor is there now 
any certainty that all the nations of the earth will not 
be forever cursed in the seed of Abraham ; it is left to 
be determined by free agency! See Isaiah xlii, “Be- 
hold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect in whom 
my soul délighteth: T have put my spirit upoa him: 
he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles—He 
shall not fail, nor be discouraged, till he have set judg- 
ment in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his law. 
| the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and 
will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee fora covenant of the people for a lizht of the 
Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the pri- 
soners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness 
out of the prison-house.”? The Dr. wil] not allow that 
there was any uncondilional clection of God's servant 
mentioned in the above passage ; nor any determina- 
tion which rendered it certain that this ELect of God 
might not send thousands to the prison-house in room 
of bringing one out! And it is his opinion, and he 
considers it as an inferesting one, that the clergy, who 
believe in a contrary doctrine, have so much respect 
for the improved philosophy in which hie believes, that 


they are endeavoring to accommodate their communi- | 


cations to it, and are judicivus evough to keep their 
own sentiments out of sight ! 

That the Calvinists have, in reality, endeavored to 
mix enough of the leaven of Arminiapism with the te- 
nets of their doctrine, to keep it from giving offence 
to the people, there are many circumstances to prove, 
facknowledge ; but that this fact reflects any honor 
on those divines who are thus employed, I think, is 
Nor do | think that they have become 
%0 confident in the strict propriety of this measure, as 
to thank the Dr. for the ioformation which he has 
given the public on this subject. 

To me, it is a matter of mort‘fication to realize, that 
the wisdom and learning of our theological institutions 
are incapable of representing the divine Being free 
from either crueity or weakness. The Calvinists be- 
lieve God to be infinitely cruel, but are ashamed to 
own it in direct terms; the Arminians believe him to 
ve destitute of power and meaus to effect his designs, 
but are unwilling to have this fact brought fully to 


very douvifal. 





which you have published ; but I am fully convinced, 
that Mr. M’C4..a isa man of sound mind and uu- 
blemished integrity, and that he never wrote, indited 
or addressed one line on any subject to you, or to Mr. 
Mitchell of N. Y. in his life. One thing I can posi- 
tively affirm, that he never consulted me about chal- 
lenging any au, to any sort of contest, nor did I ever 
give any sanction, by writing-or otherwise, to his chal- 
lenging any one. Some person has put iato the pre- 
tended letter of Mr. M’Cauua an absolute and infa- 
mous lie. Ezra Strives Evy. 
** Philadelphia, Aug. 30, 1824.” 





The foregoing letter, the Editors of the Universalist 
Magazine would have before published, had they be- 
fore known there was such a letter. The number of 
the Frawkurn GazettTe which contains it, has never 
been received at this office; and it was not till the 
present week that we were apprized of it; aud then, 
it was through the medium of ““ THe Gazerrrer.” 

On seeing this letter in Tae GAZETTEER, we pro- 
cured a fle of the Franxnan Gazerre; and in that 
paper of Sept. 9th found a communication relative to 
this affair, from Mr. M’Calla. It is too long, and too 
j fantastic, for insertion in the Magazine. In it; how- 
| ever, Mr. M’CaLta appears to dey that he had ever 
' written a letter either to Mr. Mitchell of New-York, 

or Mr. Ballou of Boston: the following are his words, 
| alluding to Dr. Ely’s letter, inserted above, ** the pub- 
| lic were CORRECTLY informed on the 31st ultimo, that 
| 1 * never wrote, indited, or addressed one line on any 
| subject,’ to Mr. Ballou of Boston, or to Mr. Mitchell of 
| New-York, in my life.” 
, Thus, then, the matter stands at present: Mr. Bal- 
lou did receive a letter through the Post-Office, signed, 
|Wm. L. M’Calla, a copy of which was published in 
(the Universalist Magazine ; and Mt. M’Calla denies 
being in any manner the author of'such a letter. 








ic-The Rev. Mr. Kneeland is informed that Mr. 
Ballou is now absent from this city.; but will doubt- 
less attend to his request when he réturns. 
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PROF. EVERETT’S. ORATION. 


The following is the concluding part of Prof. Ever- 
ETT’s Oration, delivered at Cambridge, Mass. be- 
fore the Phi Beta Kappa Society. It should be re- 
marked that Gen. LavayETTE was present. 

‘* There are no more continents or worlds to be re- 
vealed; Atlantis hath arisen from the ccean, the far- 
thest Thule is reached, there are no morc retreats be- 


youd the sea, no more discoveries, no more hopes.— 
Here then a mighty work is to be fulfilled, or never, 





view. When both parties shall become enlightened | 
tuough to believe that God is both able and willing to | 
Save and biess forever the whole human race, a) 
tewildering contentions will come to an end. H. B. . 











— Universalist Magastue. 


Boston, Saturday, September 18, 1624. 
DIR. DE‘CALLA. 


Our readers doubtless recollect that Rev. Dr. Exy 
Was one of the clergymen whose sanction was said to 
have been given to the challenge professed to be sent 
from Mr. M’Calla to Mr. Ballou of Boston. Dr. Ely 
published the following letter in the (Philadelphia) 
FRankuin Gazerrs of August 31. 


ee 














“To Mr. Hosa Bannov or Boston, 

“Sir; I have just seen a publication in the Univer- 
salist Magazine of your city, for Aug. 25, 1624, over 
per name, in which you give a letler purporting to be 
Mr oll Wa. L. M’Canta. That letter makes 
earni CALLA say, “for my character as a man of 

aruing, | refer you to the Rev. Dr. Winson and the 
ia Da. Evy, whose sanction in the present chal- 
ace has been obtained in writing.’ Ihave no ques- 
“on but that you received from some body, the letler 





by a race of mortals. The man who looks with ten- 
derness on the sufferings of good men in other times ; 
the descendani ef the pilgrims, who cherishes the mem- 
ory of his fathers; the patriot, who feels an honest 
gluw at the majesty of the system of which he isa 


|member, the scholar, who beholds with rapture the 


lepg sealed book of unprejudiced truth expanded to all 
to read ; these are they, by whom these auspices are 
to be accomplished. Yes, brethren, it is by the intel- 
lect of the couutry, that the mighty mass is to be in- 
spired ; that its parts are to communicate and sywpa- 
thise, its bright progress to be adorned with becoming 
refinements, its strong sense uttered, its character re- 
flected, its feclings interpreted to its own children, to 
other regions and to after ages. 

‘¢‘ Meantime the years are rapidly passivg away, aud 
gathering importance in their course. With the present 
year will be completed the half ceatury from that most 


our revolutionary war. The jubilee of our national 
existence is at hand. The space of time that has 
elapsed from that momentous date, bas laid down in 
the dust, which the blood of many of them bad alrea- 
dy hallowed, most of the great men, to whom, under 


Providence, we owe our national existeuce and privi-: 
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leges. A few-still survive among us, to reap the rich 
fruits of their labors and sufferings ; and one has yield- 
ed himself to the united’ vuice of a people, and return- 
ed in His age, to receive the gratitude of the na- 
tion; to wliom He devoted his youth. It is recorded on 
the pages of American History, that when this friend 
of our country, applied to our @@immissioners at laris, 
in 1776, for a passage in the first ship they should des- 
patch to America,they were obliged to aus werhim(solow 
and abject was then our dear native land) thet they 
possessed not the means nor the credit sufficient for pro- 
viding a single vessel. in all the ports of France. ‘Then 
exclaimed the youthful hero, “1 will provide my 
own ;” and it is a literal fact, that when all America 
was too poor to offer him so much as his passage to her 
shores, he left, in his tender youth, the bosom of home, 
of happiness, of wealth, of rani, to plunge in the dust 
and blood of our inauspicious struggle. 

‘6 Welcome, Friend of our fathers to our shores !— 
Happy are our eyes that behold those venerable fea- 
tures. Enjoy a triumph, such as never~conqueror or 
monarch enjoyed, the assurance, that throughont 
America, there is not a bosom that does not beat with 
joy and gratitude at the sound of yourname. You 
have already met aud saiuted, or will soon meet, the 
few that remain of the ardent patriots, prudent coun- 
sellors, and brave warriors with whom you were asso- 
ciated in achieving our liberty. 

‘* But you have looked round in vain for the faces 
of many, who would have lived years of pleasure on a 
day like this, with their old companion in arms, and 
brother in peril. Lincoln, and Green, and Knox, and 
Hamilton, are gone ; the heroes of Saratoga and York- 
town, have fallen, before the only foe they could not 
meet. Above all, the first of heroes and of wen, the 
friend of your. youth, the nore than friend of bh s coun- 


try, rests in the bosom of the soil he redeemed. On 


the banks of his Potomac, he lies in glory and peace. 
You will visit the hospitable shades of Mount Vernon, 
but him whom you venerated as we did, you will not 
meet at its door. His voice of consolation, which 
reached you in the Austrian dungeons, cannot now 
‘break its silence, to bid you welcome to his roof.— 
| But the grateful children of America will bid you wel- 
come, in his name. Welcome, thrice welcome to our 
shores; and whithersoever throughout the limits of 
the continent your course shal! take you, the ear that 
hears you shall bless you, the eye that sees you shall 
bear witness to you, and every tongue exclaim, with 
heartfelt joy, welcome, welcome LA Fayrrrr.”’ 





————_ 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


PEAR OF DHDATH. 
ABSTRACT or a SERMON rrom PSALM XXIIFE. 4, 
** Yea, though I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, 1 will fear no evil; for thou art with 








me.”? 


This is David’s confident address to God. It ex- 
presses the undaunted courage with which he hoped 
tu meet his last hour; and mentions the cheering 'as- 
surance in which he trusted for support in that trying 
moment: ‘J will fear no evil; for thou art with me.” 

All things that live evince a fear of death ; and man, 
especially feels his whole nature recoil before it.-The 
same power of reflection which is capable of suggest- 
ing some soothing aud encouraging considerations for 
his support, operates ov the other band, to collect and 
present to his view the several circumstances which 
add gloom to this most gloomy sceue. He always 


important era in human history, the commencemeut of | knows that he himself must die; so that death may be 


' said to throw its lengthened shadow upon al! his life. 
te cannot forget, even in the vigor of health, that, 
sooner or later, he must feel the expiring pang, and 
sink into the darkness of the giave. Nor cau we well 

















avoid associating, in our anticipations of death, such 
circumstances a» usually alicud the close of life: our 
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bed of sickness, our emaciated form, our pale and 
ghastly countenance, our family and friends moving 
aronnd our chamber with breathless anxiety,or receiving 
our last farewell with gashing tears and heart-rending 
sobs. No wonder that we dread the hour that snatch- 
es us away from all tat our eyes have ever beheld, 
which extinguishes the cheerful light of life, and aban- 
dons this once animated and thrilling frame, a sense- 
less clod, to consume in dust, till the heavens and 
earth be no more. 


But, my dear friends, it is the kind office of our Lord ) 


and Master’s Religion to dispel, in a great degree, the 
tear of death, and give us fortitude and hopes that 
will endure the trying scene with composure and con- 
fidence. The scriptures inform us that one of the pur- 
poses for which our Saviour took flesh and blood, was, 
that he might “* deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
ifthis is a grand object of /rue Religion, what can 
be more rational than to expect that false religion 
should have a very different aim? Such is actually 
the case. As if death were not sufficiently terrible 
without her aid, superstitien has added to it such im- 
aginary horrors as have often made people, in their 


jed. See him in the chamber where the daughter of 


Jairus had just given up the ghost, and now laid, a 
lifeless corpse! See the weeping family around ! See 
the Jews standing by, who mocked him! Why does 
not he, who spake as never man spake, improve this 
opportunity to terrify these sinners, and by the fears of 
death, which now lies before them in its ghastliness, 
drive them to his religion? But not a word of this 
kind did he utter; and he who was the Truth and the 
Life, let pass an opportunity, which our modern zealots 
would have eagerly converted into a scene of tremb- 
ling and aright. 

When Jesus approached the city of Nain, behold 


(there was a dead man carried out of the gate. He 


was the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. 
He went and touched the bier; and they that bare it 
stood still. Would one who contemplated death in 
the terrors of superstition, have suffered such an op- 
portunity to escape, without a warning admonition to 
the multitude that stood around? But what said 
Christ? ** Weep not.” ‘* And he said, Young man, I 
say unto thee, arise. And he that was dead sat up. 
and began to speak. And he delivered him to his 
mother.”” 





consternation, forget the natural and real ones. Her 
votaries have represented the parting from our friends, | 
the everlasting adieu to all the scenes that * live and 
move” beneath the sun, the final pangs of dissolution, 
and the dumb and thoughtless solitude of the grave, as | 
unworthy to be named among the more tremendous | 
horrors that attend. An unutterable and appalling 
scene, it is said, ensues. Eternity bursts, in almighty | 
terrors, upon the affrighted vision of the sinful wretch, | 
the instant he passes the bourne whence none returns. 
His probation is ended, his day of grace is closed ; and 
that God, who had hitherto pitied and striven to save 
bim, now glitters with the lively fury of his wrath, and 
makes the heavens resound with the thunderbolts that 
follow him to the bottomless pit of despair. 

Such are the biasphemous horrors that superstition 
has arrayed, in order to increase the fear of death, and 
strengthen that chain of bondage from which Christ 
came to deliver us. And solong have her representa- | 
tions been accounted sacred, and so generally have. 
they been received, that we are apt to indulge an im- 
proper veneration for them, and unwarily suffer them 
to influence our feelings, even though condemned by 
our judgments. It is a fact well known to all who 
have ever searched the scriptures with reference to 
this point, that they do not contain a single passage 
which even intimates that death fixes us in an unal- 
terable state of sin or holiness, according to our char- 
acter when we die. And it is well known to those 
who have cautiously observed the general mode of 
preaching on this subject, that Superstition does not 
attempt to adduce any direct proof of her favorite no- 
tion, except certain texts which she herself has made 
for the purpose: such as, * there is no repentance af- 
ter death,” * there is no repentance in the grave,” 
&c. I shall not now pause, to urge the striking fact 
that had this doctrine been true, it must have been re- 
vealed in the scriptures; nor shall 1 attempt to de- 
scribe that shocking arrogance which first invented it, 
aud then forged texts to support it;—I wish to draw 
your attention to the course that Christ pursued, in re- 
fereuce to the whole of this doctrine, and all the fright- 
ful representations which accompany it. Did Christ, 
in all his ministry, ever attempt to heighten the ter- 
rors of death, or even to use that natural fear which 
we entertain of it, to drive men to embrace his reli- 
giou? No, never; aod there was an important reason 
why he should not: he came to “ deliver them who 
tLrough fear of death, were all their life-time, subject 
to bondage.” If you have any doubts concerning this 
fact,—if,veing unable to recall to distinct recollection, 
al! the events in his ministry, yeu hesitate in coming to 
a conclusien, you bare only to recollect his mode of 
procedure on certain occasions, and you will be satisfi- 





When Christ was Jed up mount Calvary to cru- 
cifixion, there were two thieves with him, who were to 
suffer the same fate. One of these. at least, was not a 
believer; and Christ knew that in a few hours he 
would be in eternity. What a scene was here! But 
still, not a word did Jesus say to alarm him, or lead 
him to Suspect that then was his only chance of con- 
version and salvation. 

We have no authority, my friends, either from the 
testimony of scripture, or the example of our Saviour, 
to attribute any other’ terrors to death, than those that 
are natural and real. Religion does not heighten them, 
but on the contrary removes them, or fills us with hope 
that overcomes them. The consideration adduced in 
our text, ‘* THoy art with me,” was sufficient to make 
David say, ‘* though | walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fearno evil.” Yes, the assur- 
ance that the same God, in whom we now live, and 
have our being, will be just as present with us in the 
moment of death and the ages of eternity, as he is 
while we are in life,—this assurance is enough to quiet 
our fears, and allay our agitation. What though “the 
way that leads to the eternal scene”? be unknown, and 
impenetrable darkness rest upon it; our Maker and 
Sovereign Ruler will be there to “ guide us through 
the fearful shade ;*’ and can we nottrust him? He is 
all we have to deperd upon even now. 

But the truth is, impenetrable darkness does not rest 
upon this scene. Christ has *‘ brought life and immor- 
tality to light.” He has given us the assurance of liv- 
ing again. After the night of the tomb shall have pas- 
sed away, the morning of the resurrection will come ; 
and that which was before mortal, corruptible and 
weak, shall be immortal, incorruptible, full of power, 
and glorious. 

My friends, we haye God for our protector in the 
midst of death; let us fearnoevil. We have Christ 
the surety of our resurrection ; O death, where is thy 
sting! oh grave, where is thy victory ! MARCUS. 


—nwt : GD a 
Fram the Religious Inquirer. 


DEDICATION & INSTALLATION. 


On Wednesday last (Aug. 18,) was Dedicated the 
new, elegant and convenient Universalist Church in 
this city, (Hartford, Con.) The following were the 
services on the occasion. 

Reading select portions of Scripture by Br. Joshua 
Flagg, of Dana, Mass. 


Introductory prayer by Br. John Bisbe, Jr. pastor 
elect. 


Dedicatory prayer by Br. Edward Mitchell, of New- 








| York City. 





Sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, 
ii. 6, '7, ** For thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
is a little while, and Iwill shake the heavens, and the 
earth, and the sea, and the dry land ; and I will shake 
all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come : and 
T will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

Concluding prayer by Br. David Pickering, of Pro. 
vidence, R. I. r 

The services were conducted with harmony and 
ability, indicating the strength of the cause, and the 
sincerity of brotherly feeling. 

The music was appropriate and impressive, credita- 
ble to the teacher and the performers, and soothins 
and pleasant to the feelings of the auditors. May the 
house long be filled with devout and constant worship- 
pers, their numbers and graces increase, till they shall 
be translated to the temple of Heaven. Br. Mitchel! 
preached in the evening. 

On the following day (Thursday) Br. Bisbe was [n- 
stalled, on which occasion the services were in the fol- 
lowing order: 

Introductory prayer by Br. Nehemiah Dodge, of 
New-London, Con. 

Sermon by Br. David Pickering, text Acts v. 20, 
‘© Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 
words of thislife.”’ 

Installing prayer by Br. Joshua Flagg. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, by Br. H. 
Ballou. 

Right Hand of Fellowship, by Br. J. Flagg. 

Concluding prayer by Br. Thomas F. King, of Nor- 
walk, Con. 


textHageai 
Yet once, it 


The services and music were peculiarly appropriate 
and affecting on each day, and the listening auditors 
seemed to feel that they were attending to the words 
of everlasting life. May much good result from this 
opportunity of hearing God’s universal grace stated 
and defended, & many weeping and unbelieving souls 
be made to rejoice.—Br. T. F. King preached in the 
evening. 


(c-The Rev. J. Brsne, has taken the Editorial care 
of the (Hartford) *“* Religious Inquirer.” 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rey. H. Ballou, Mr. John T. Foster to Miss Ma- 
ry Rodgers, formerly of Newburyport. Mr. Elisha T. 
Davis to Miss Elizabeth Griswold. “ 

In Roxbury, by Rev. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Nathan F. 
Perry to Mrs. Mary Rouse. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 
On Tuesday last, Mr. Nathaniel Coverly. aged 49.— 


Mr. John Edwards. Widow Zebia Glover, aged 80. 
Mr. Samuel Storey. 





Now in the press, and will be ready for delivery 09 
Tuesday next, a Sermon delivered at Hartford, 
Con. on Wednesday, August 18, 1824, at the Dedica- 
tion of the new Universalist Meeting-Honse. By Ho- 
sea BALLov, of Boston.—Text, Haggai ii. 6, 7. 





Cash received on account of the Universalist Magazine. 
Mr. John Cox, Dedham, Mass. $2 A 
Capt. John Baker, Dennis, Mass. 2 po 
Mr. Isaac Withington, Dorchester, Mas. - 
Mr. Jonathan Harrod, _ do. 00 
Mr. Amos Swift, do. 


= 
~ 


GO Ot BD 09 89 © PY 19 29 89 209 1H 25 19 19 09 
tSSSSSSSESESES 


Mr. Samuel Chandler, Canton, Mass. _ 
Geo. Andrus, Esq. p. M. Adams, N. Y. 
Mr. Luther Shurtliff, Carver, Mass. 

Mr. John S. Wood, Hartland, Vt. 

Mr. Tileston Bacon, Barre, Mass. 

Mr. Barnabas Edmands, Charlestown, Mass. 
Mr. Maturin Ballou, Smithfield, R. 1. 
Mr. Marshall Fowle, Woburn, Mass. 

Mr. Joseph Tufts, Danvers, Mass. 

Mr. Joseph Abbott, Cambridgeport, Mass. 
Mr. Simon Bingham, Vernon, N. Y. 

Mr. Francis O. Clark, Brookfield, Mass. 
Mr. H. A. Luther, Greenwich, N. Y. 


| Capt. Caleb Reed, Tyngsborough, pmo sania. 
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